Reminding Residents of the 3 R’s
(Reduce/Reuse/Recycle)

It doesn’t seem that long ago, but back in the late 1980’s the State of Minnesota gathered citizens from all sectors (Residents, Industry, Government Officials, and Legislators) together to brainstorm ideas and plan for future changes: environmental changes, population growth, economic growth, as well as various ways on how to address the projected increase in solid waste disposal and the shortages in landfill space.  From these meetings a Legislative Declaration of Policies, Rules, Definitions, Purposes, Priorities, Goals, and Enforcement of said laws were crafted. This document is called the State of Minnesota Waste Management Act. 
Soon after the Waste Management Act came into law, a separate committee was established in which a solid waste hierarchy of priority was identified and the Select Committee on Recycling and the Environment (S.C.O.R.E.) was born. 
Starting from the highest to lowest priority in the solid waste hierarchy is: Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, Organics recycling (composting), Waste to Energy, landfilling with methane gas recovery and finally, Landfilling. This original priority ranking from the 1980s is still the same ranking today with Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle remaining at the top of the list by state and local governments. 
For years state and local governments have focused mostly on Recycling, often overlooking the other two higher priorities, Reduce and Reuse. What we have seen and continue to see is the slow decline in recycling and the continued rate of increase in the disposal of solid waste (garbage). With recycling rates slowing and garbage tonnages growing, now is the time to re-think the way we shop so we can make a greater impact on both our planet’s resources and our wallets. 
How can you REDUCE and/or REUSE your HOME/BUSINESS WASTE?
· Purchase less – Do you NEED that item or simply WANT it? 
· Choose DURABILITY over COST.
· Shop with REUSABLE SHOPPING BAGS. They are inexpensive and can easily be stored in any vehicle. 
· Purchase in BULK (if feasible) and avoid SINGLE SERVE items.
· Avoid DISPOSABLE ITEMS such as Water/Pop Bottles, Coffee Cups, etc... Choose sustainability.
· Reduce food waste by having a meal-size and serving-size plan. Freeze leftovers, and highlight expiration dates BEFORE storing your perishables/nonperishable goods.
· Share or donate nonperishable items to a local food shelf if your expiration dates are approaching the end.
· Use Facebook Marketplace or a local thrift store to donate items, or host a garage sale instead of landfilling your goods. One person’s junk is another’s treasure.
· Use county/city programs to dispose of outdated/unusable materials such as Fluorescent bulbs, Household Hazardous Waste (paints, stains, varnishes, etc.), Electronics & Appliances, Christmas lights, Recyclables, Paper Shredding Events, etc...
· Contact companies and ask them to remove your name from their mailing list (magazines, newsletters etc.). Reuse partially used paper for a scratch pad or go all out and GO PAPERLESS. 
For more information visit our main recycling website at:  https://www.lqpco.com/275/Recycling and follow the links on the left-hand side of the page to view more information about Household Hazardous Waste and Electronic/Special Item Disposal. You may also visit our Facebook page, “Lac qui Parle County, MN” at https://www.facebook.com/lqpco/ or call the Environmental Office at 320-598-3132 for more information. 
